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most productive, integrated classroom setting where both general and special 
educators share responsibility for planning, delivering, and evaluating instruction 
for all students. (p. 33)

The aim of cooperative teaching, which is analogous to a marriage (Murawski, 2012), 
is to create options for learning and to provide support to all students in the general 
education classroom by combining the content expertise of the general educator with 
the pedagogical skills of the special educator (Smith, Polloway, Taber-Doughty, Patton, 
& Dowdy, 2016). General education teachers can be viewed as “masters of content” 
while their special education colleagues are considered “masters of access” (Sileo, 2011). 
Cooperative teaching can be implemented in several different ways. These approaches, 
as identified by Friend and Cook (2013), Murawski (2012), and Sileo (2011), typi-
cally occur for set periods of time each day or on certain days of the week. Some of 
the more common instructional models for co-teaching are depicted in Figure 1.4.  

  FIGURE 1.4  Cooperative Teaching Arrangements

SOURCE: Adapted from M. Friend and L. Cook, Interactions: Collaboration Skills for School Professionals, 7th ed. (Boston, MA: Pearson Education, 2013), p. 169.
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